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Foreword

Mysteries in aviation always attract attention. The most-searched-for aircraft in New Zealand is
DH90A Dragonfly ZK-AFB, with Captain Brian Chadwick and four tourist passengers aboard,
which took off from Christchurch International Airport on 12 February 1962 and disappeared.

It is an enduring story; an entrepreneuria pilot, pioneering air charter work, a veteran biplane
airliner, scenic flying over mountainous terrain, overseas tourist passengers including a
honeymoon couple, ongoing search initiatives and the persona quest by my late father, Brian
Waugh, and many others since.

My 2005 book “LOST ... without trace?” was inspired both by my father's 1991 aviation
autobiography “ Turbulent Years’ and a lifetime of fascination with the Dragonfly mystery. This
provided the motivation and commitment to gather and publish al relevant material and pose a
key question, “Will this book contribute to the solving of the mystery?’

Gavin Grimmer has stepped up to the chalenge with a mammoth in-depth examination of the
Dragonfly mystery. While many others since 1962 have searched for the lost aircraft and its
luckless passengers, my conviction is that none have put in as much effort, time and money as
Gavin has. He brings a unique range of skills and insights to the Dragonfly mystery. Gavin is a
pilot with considerable experience of small aircraft, he has constructed his own aircraft, and his
“do-it-yourself” attitude and wide range of practical skills are remarkable. However, what makes
the rea difference is Gavin's relentless persistence and utter determination to follow-up every
possible lead; not to mention the patient support of hiswife Avon!

In this new book, “ TRACED ... yet still missing!” Gavin tells the evolving story of hisinterviews
with people who have a link to the Dragonfly mystery, pioneering use of Google Earth
technological analysis, many aeria flights, ground search expeditions, and examination of records
(official and private). The story is a remarkable tribute to his determination and tenacity — he has
certainly caught Dragonfly Fever! If anyone deserves to find the Dragonfly it is Gavin Grimmer.
However, his integrity is such that he would be ecstatic if anyone else happened to discover the
missing aircraft, especially before the 50" anniversary in 2012.

In this book he also tells of his expanded search for a further two aircraft that he found further
possible evidence for, as a by-product of his original research on the Dragonfly. This research is
also significant.

“TRACED ... yet «till missing!” will be of wide interest, not just in New Zealand but
internationally. It adds a new chapter to published aviation literature, and like my own book, is
likely to contain important clues that may eventually solve one of New Zealand's great aviation
mysteries.

Rev Richard Waugh QSM
Aviation Historian
Auckland

May 2009



Preface and Acknowledgements

This book has evolved and been written as events have unfolded, so it appears at times as though | am contradicting
myself, but in reality | have left most of it as| had written it at the time to show just how confusing it can be trying to
decipher events from such along time ago.

| feel by doing it this way shows just how easy it is to get things completely wrong due to believing you understand
what a person istrying to say, only to find out the truth is far different. It isvery easy to get a‘mind set’!

It is not, and never has been my intention to upset or contradict anyone and if | have, | sincerely apologize to al those
that have been offended in any way or form.

The purpose of this book has purely been to try to resolve this mystery (and the others contained in these pages also)
and bring some form of finality to all the families involved.

I wish to thank my wife, Avon, who without her untiring support, all this would not have been possible. For al the
times she has had deepless nights worried sick as to my well-being as she had not heard from me while on my ground
searches, | am (and will be) eternally grateful.

Specia thanks to Richard Waugh and Graeme McConnell for all their support, for the many hours spent answering
my emails and many questions — without them to use as ‘ sounding boards', | would have given up along time ago. It
should also be pointed out that without the excellent book published by Richard Waugh, “LOST...without trace?’
none of thiswould, and could not, have happened.

To gather all the information needed for the researching of these missing aircraft, it has been necessary to contact
many people, mainly by telephone, many via email, and some face to face. Although there will be many names | will
have missed, | will still attempt to name as many as | can remember here. Some of you have not been able to provide
me with relative information but have helped me out in many other ways and sometimes in ways you will never
know! My sincere apologiesto all those | do miss out:

Paul Beauchamp Legg, Joyce Eden, Smon Eden, Colin Tuck, Brucelrving, Jim Pavitt, lan Ritchie, Lyall Hood,
Keith and Marilyn Turner, James Scott, Ted Buchanan, Bevan Schwass, Brian Anderson, Des Lines, Don
Middleton, Diana Sevakasiga-Riley, Nancy Stokes, Bill Small, Peter Small, Mike Small, Jeffrey Rodgers, Russell
Brodie, Doug Drake, Paul Drake, Peter Layne, John Evans, Alan Peat, Brenda Monk, George Dundass, Les
Vincent, Laurie Prouting, Ken McKellar, Martin Condon, Jimmy Jamieson, ChrisLind, Jerry Chissum, Jack
Condon, Paul Wilson, Norm Gibson, Jim Rankin, Cyril Whittaker, Tony Zanden, Graeme Wilson, Kevin Gibb,
Dr. Paul and Jean Munro, Tim and Richard Rayward, Tony Howard, Graeme Hewitt, Gregor McNicol, Russell
Troon, Fay Fechney, Brian Fechney, John Shakes, Peter Sephenson-Wright, Sean Husheer, Karen Donaldson,
Les Vincent, Allan Cron, Donald Wright, Rex Dovey, Ryan Southam, Lew Bone, Peter Walsh, Phil Sowersby,
Geoff Collis, Gerry Findlay, Mark Young, Sam Chartres, Bruce Rae, Guy Clapshaw, lan Coates, Dr. San
Mulvaney, Ross McDermott, Steve Black, Frank (and wife) Vanderdluys, David Baldock, Roger Millard, Jenny
Barrett, Heather Bradley, Tom Neave, Dennis Batchelar, Alan Rosanosky, John Kerr, Herb Rochford, Betty
Egglington, lan Randle, Roy Fox, DesBudd, John Byers, Ken Hutchins, Jeremy Arthur, Blair Patterson, Mike
and Sharyn Fleming, Barry Wyber, Sarah Hewer, lan Coates, lan Whisart, John Henry, John King, John Rowan,
Robin McCarthy, Ron Ark, Tom Williams, Graeme Claridge, Jeff Shanks, Alan Ruck, Peter Henwood, Max
Dixon, Evan Belworthy, Alan Belworthy, Jan White, Myna Clark, Cliff Johnston, San Collins, Bill Hende,
Laurie Anderson, David Buchanan, Lynda Horne, John Chivers, Blake Marshall, Dave Asher, Saffron Solley,
Malcom Smith, Maeva Smith, Jules Tapper, Michael Qullivan, Anthony Sullivan, Michael Glynn, John Kerr,
Brad Lynton, Mike Kerr, Geoffrey Talbot, Russell Gutschlag, Sarah Hewer, Archives New Zealand - Wellington
Office, NZ Aerial Mapping — Chris Parkyn & Co, Gilly Smith, Owen Harnish

Gavin Grimmer , . . .

Hastings This book is dedicated to all those families of the people that have

New Zealand tragically disappeared on flights in and around New Zealand. | only

April 2009 hope that from all the effort in writing this book, that it will bear fruit
in bringing ‘closure’ to their tortured memories
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It isrecommended you read Richard Waugh’s book “ L OST ...without trace” for a better understanding

The Elusive DH90A Dragonfly Mystery
ZK-AFB

Chapter One

The Search Continues...

(Mike Kerr) - e Py e Tl

My wife had booked our van and us on Bluebridge Cook Strait Ferries a month after the Great
Plains Flyin at Ashburton that | attended in my homebuilt aeroplane (Maranda Super 14) in
February 2007.

The plan was we would spend two weeks traveling around the South Island enjoying the scenery
and would end the two weeks in Omaka for the Omaka Airshow.

When we arrived at Omaka we ended up staying at our friend Jerry Chissum’s flat and it was
while we were there | came across a book Jerry had recently purchased called “LOST...without
trace?’ that was written by Richard Waugh about the DeHavilland DH90A Dragonfly, registered
as ZK-AFB, that disappeared on a trip from Christchurch to Milford on the 12" February, 1962
with four tourists on board, (two were on their honeymoon) along with Brian Chadwick the pilot.

| only had time to browse through it briefly but observed it was very comprehensive and had
obviously been very well researched.

Around about July 2007 my mother-in-law came across a book in a garage sale “TURBULENT
YEARS - A COMMERCIAL PILOTS STORY"” (by Brian Waugh — edited by Richard Waugh)
and knowing | was into aviation, thought | might like to read it.

Every time | saw her after that she kept asking if | had read it yet and as | was too busy at the
time, (and not really one that can sit down and read books) | had to keep making excuses.

| had booked in for the Aircraft Maintenance Approval Course (for Homebuilders) in Ashburton
in October and ended up being down that way for a week (staying at Mike and Sharyn Fleming's
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place) waiting for the weather to become fine enough to fly home again. | had fortunately packed
the book in question so was able to read it while | was there.

Imagine my surprise when | read in it, Brian Waugh, (Richard Waugh'’s father) a close friend of
the missing Brian Chadwick, had flown over the Welcome Flat area in 1967, after a report of
hunters seeing supposed aircraft wreckage, and athough he never saw any wreckage, two of his
male passengers approached him, after they had landed back in Hokitika, to ask him if he had
seen the crashed aeroplane with one of the wings off!

When asked why they had never said anything at the time they replied, “They didn’t want to
alarm the femal e passengers!”

Brian Waugh contacted Search and Rescue and to his annoyance (because he thought he would
have been the obvious choice) they sent a Mount Cook Skiplane to investigate — needless to say,
they found nothing and called the search off.

Brian later raised fundsto fly in and conduct his own search but also found nothing.

I, like many other people, have been fascinated with using Google Earth, so | thought, “Maybe |
might be able to find it using Google Earth” so | then spent many hours going over nearly every
square inch of the Welcome Fat area, placing a marker on everything that looked out of the
ordinary.

| then found out where | could obtain a copy of Richard’s book “LOST...without trace?” and
when it arrived | read it from cover to cover very intensively so as to be able to absorb every little
detail in casethat ‘little detail’ may mean something very important in the future.

Once agan, | used
Google Earth in the 3D
terrain  mode to ‘fly
around al the areas that
there were sightings of
the Dragonfly on the day
it went missing, and by
using my own
experiences of  bad
weather flying, managed
to work out the most
likely course he had
flown to see whether it
was possible that he
could have in fact made it
to the area in question,
and to sum up my
findings — yes, he could
have!

From there | went back to all the markers | had placed on the Google Earth overlay and examined
each finding much more closely. You can only imagine my excitement when | observed one of
the objects actually looked like the shape of the right hand top wing and with a mangled shape
that looked like a badly damaged bottom wing lying on top of it at right angles to it! Seeing as the
two wings of a biplane are tied together with guy wires, then it would be reasonable to expect the
two wings to remain together. On Google Earth there is also a tool you can measure with and
when | used this on the object the ‘top wing' measured about 19 feet — the length of the Dragonfly
wing.

From there | was so ‘hypo’, | had a lot of trouble sleegping and spent many an hour behind the
computer researching whatever | could.
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On page 156 in “LOST...without trace?’ there is a photo of a newspaper clip dated 27 Feb 1967
that says the wreckage was seen about the 4000 ft level in the area of the Copeland River and on
Google Earth the object is at 4861 ft on the foothills of Mount Sefton, above the Copeland River.

__&Bruce Bay

Welco'me A 2
z'
Douglas Rock Huit'r

Imagery Dates  Jan 15 ZDM Aprn 200 NS ) ™ Eyull 2.7Tmi L)

On page 138 in Turbulent Years” Brran Waugh records that a gold prospector, who reputedly
had the ‘powers' to trace and pinpoint accident scenes by using an ancient whalebone, apparently
pinpointed a position about twenty miles east of Bruce Bay. Imagine the odds, out of the whole of
the incredibly large area that the Dragonfly could be, the object | found was *about 20 miles east
of Bruce Bay'!

| contacted Richard Waugh who is presently in Kentucky, USA, on a course until around June
2008 and I'm sure he also got real excited about it, and since then we have been in regular contact
viaemail.

| spent many an hour on the telephone trying to locate the two eyewitnesses of ‘the aeroplane
with the wing off’ — a Mr. Reg Gee of Renwick, and Jim Thompson, a Met.Observer at Hokitika
Airport in1967. | eventually found Reg Gee had sadly passed on, and athough | rang what must
have been half of the Thompson’sin NZ (and there are hundreds of them listed in Telecom White
Pages) | was unable to locate Jim. | found people that worked with him at the time (he was known
as“JJ") but they had also lost track of his whereabouts.

Richard told me that recently he had found out the Mt. Cook Skiplane pilot that had conducted the
search in 1967 was Lyal Hood and he now resided somewhere in NSW in Australia and ‘had
something to do with insurance’. | did a Google Search and managed to find him.

He gave me the description of where he was told the ‘aircraft’ was seen and it matched where |
had found this object, so | emailed him the image off Google Earth minus the GPS coordinates
and he emailed me back and the following is his email dated 20-11-07:

Gavin that looks like what was explained to me that they saw. All that we were able to find was what looked like a snow/ice
covering on moraine that looked a bit like part of an aircraft.
Looks hopeful.



Keep me in the loop.

Good luck
Lyall

On the 21% November | sent the following email to Richard:

Sorry Richard but | forgot that | was going to mention that | think | have an answer to why ‘A’ Grade Cotton could
last for 45 years out in the weather as you would think that it would have fallen to pieces by now.
This object isin a Valley that would spend most of its time in the shade and probably only has direct sunlight for 2-3
hours aday, so if that being the case, then that would equate to approx. 11 years 3 months and seeing that it would be
under snow for probably 6 months of the year — roughly 5 years 7 months and remembering that it is up in cold air
and in the mountain ranges with lots of cloud cover then the actual UV that it would have to absorb could be alot less
than this, so | have no difficulty believing that the fabric on an aeroplane could last this long in these conditions.
Hope this answers :
another  ‘puzzle’! |

Regards

Gavin

The d%y after
(the 22™ Nov.) |
flew down to
Mike and
Sharyn
Fleming's again
(Loburn,
Christchurch)

and after a
restless  night
there, | picked
my friend Sean
Husheer, a
fellow pilot and
one that is
familiar with the
Welcome Flat area, up from Wigram Airport, and we flew from there down past Mount Cook,
over the Copeland Pass, and down through a big hole in the cloud directly over the area | was
interested in.

It was very difficult trying to recognize the correct spot as we were circling down from 11,500 ft.
to about 7,000 ft and | was just pointing the camera in the general area and pushing the button in
the hope I got something. It was fascinating seeing the Valley in real life after spending so much
timein it on Google Earth.

From there we carried on down the Copeland Valley and down to Haast where we landed and
stayed at Sean’s friend’'s house for two nights. While there | processed the photos on Sean’s
laptop and found of the seven photos I’d managed to take, five of them were right on the spot. The
only problem was the valley in question was under an estimated 30 ft of snow! From there we
headed home back to Hastings.

From the beginning, | have tried to avoid too many people knowing of my ‘discovery’ as | have
been very conscious of the pain that must surely be felt by the families of the people who were
aboard the ill fated Dragonfly and | don’t want them to get their hopes up of some finality in this,
only to find it was just another ‘red herring’.
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You can only imagine my shock when a day after | returned from my first trip down, | was
contacted by Search and Rescue!!!

They were under the impression | had actually found the missing aircraft and | was withholding
from them the location of it, which obviously would constitute a criminal offence as there are till
five souls on board.

After some discussion, they came to realize what | had found was still only a possibility and if |
could prove it was actually there, then they would be contacted straight away. | was very
concerned, if | found it, that they would go in and tear the place apart and seeing the historical
nature of this, | feel it would need to be well documented before anything was touched. They
agreed if it realy was the Dragonfly, then they would alow me to be on board the first helicopter
in.

| spent many hours trying to work out how you could find out the date the Google Earth satellite
photo was taken and after much research discovered it on a Digital Globe website and it was 16-
01-2004. Since then | have found you can find it on Google Earth itself in the “layers’ section by
clicking on “more” and then clicking on “DigitalGlobe Coverage”. From there you need to just
keep clicking on the various “DG” icons - and then “preview” - then you need to compare the
satellite photo shown, to the one on Google Earth using things like shadows or clouds until you
find the one that matches.

| flew down to
Franz Josef
airfield on the 20 ' My Aeroplane (Maranda Super 14) at Franz Josef
December and the
next day | sent
this emal to
Richard:

Hi Richard,

I'm in Franz Josef and
flew up to the site last
night. Unfortunately |
set the altimeter to 30'
instead of 300" before |
took off for the site so of
course all my photo's
were taken 270" lower
than they should have
been. One actually had
the site in it but there
was a cloud obscuring F= =
| took off again at about 10.30 this morning but was unable to get up the valley as the cloud base was only at 2000 and it was
raining lightly. The good news is that the site was clear of snow but as the valley is quite narrow | was more interested in getting
some good photos and looking for it on them as | was more interested in staying in the land of the living. It was very daunting
flying up a dead end canyon straight at a sheer cliff face that towered 3000' above you - and not a lot of room to turn around! I'm
hoping that the weather will clear this evening and I'll try again. Failing this, the weather is meant to be clearer tomorrow so maybe
then....

Many regards,
Gavin



The weather was finer next morning when | awoke and by the time | had made and eaten
breakfast and got ready, it was getting close to 8.00 am.

One thing I've learnt is if you want to go flying in the mountains on the West Coast, then you
have to do all your flying in there long before 10.00 am otherwise the clouds are likely to start
packing in there from that time onwards until later in the afternoon.

Anyway, | normally taxied to the southern side at the eastern end of the runway, which wasn’'t
very far, and sat there to warm the motor up before lining up on the runway to take off.

This time, because | was running late, | decided to start the motor after checking the engine bay
over first, to allow it time to warm, and then continue doing the other checks around the airframe.

| started at the left front side and worked my way around to the right side and the last thing to
check was under the front of the motor (remembering to keep clear of the propeller).

Y ou can only imagine my horror when | saw liquid pouring out from the engine bay.

| dived into the cockpit and quickly shut the engine down. On further investigation, | found the
liquid was PETROL!!! | shudder to think what would have happened if I'd taken off with the
aircraft in that condition!

| very hurriedly fixed the problem and got airborne. — Someone was obviously looking after me
that day.

Two days later, | sent this email to Richard:

Hi Richard,

| am now home again arriving back in Hastings at 8.00 pm last night. After downloading my photos and being able to examine
them on a ‘big screen’ | have been able to determine that | did actually get the object on the first flight into the area and | have
attached one of the photos to this email - have drawn around it - but as you will see that it is still frozen over! To give you a
perception of the size of everything the white line that | have drawn is according to Google Earth about 120 feet long! Either it is
just a lump of permafrost or possibly it has remained frozen at this point due to its bulk - who knows at this point? | returned to the
area yesterday morning and got closer shots of it and got a good movie of it with my movie camera mounted on a tripod in the
aeroplane - did seven orhits flying up and down the dead ended valley and had to resist doing
anymore as it became quite hypnotic, and cloud was forming, so | had to leave before it
became too dangerous. On Friday, using Air Safaris Computer and broadband link, |
discovered that Google Earth has upgraded their satellite photo of the area to one dated 4th
May 2006 and sadly is S— :

in shade, but you can
still just make it out if
you know exactly where
to look. Pure
supposition but if you
zoom in on the photo
you will notice that the
object is at the base of
what appears to be a
big ‘cavern’ and if this
really is the wings off
one side then maybe
the rest of the aircraft is
inside of the cavern and
the wing was knocked
off as it went in..... the
mind boggles!!!

Zoomed in on
Object

o the above email

Gavin

Email dated 24-12-2007:
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Hi Richard,

| spoketo Lyall Hood by telephone
again yesterday and he said that
the object on Google Earth was in
the exact spot that he had seen
what he believed to be just
permafrost but he said he was
puzzled as to why it was ill
exactly the same shape that he had
seen it asin 1967!! At this stage |
intend to  conduct some
experiments to see if a wood and
fabric structure painted white,
frozen in ice, to see if it takes
longer to thaw out than an
equivalent sized block of ice, and
if the results are what | think they
will be then it should explain a lot.
You will also notice that the G.E.

image looks like the right hand
uings and rea stabilzedevator
/ . which would strengthen the theory
F U that they could have been taken off
if the a/c did in fact go into the
‘cavern’ (for want of a better word) - only time will tell! If it did in fact go into the mountain ‘wall’ the last thing you
would do to avoid hitting would be to pull the nose of the aircraft very high which would explain why the bottom wing
is badly damaged from the impact. The top right hand wing, being attached by struts and guy wires would in this
scenario quite possibly snap off from the fuselage relatively intact and with little damage (as most of the inertia
would have been absorbed) and as the motion of the resulting impact would cause the tail to accelerate downwards
(rather than forward) and snap the stabilizer/elevator assembly off and, once again, in this scenario it is not
inconceivable that this could also retain its basic shape .The rest of the aircraft would then continue nose high into
the ‘cleft’ (I think is probably a better word to describe it) in the rock and would more than likely explode from the
immediate compression on the fuel tanks in the left wing and so there would probably not be a lot Ieft. This would
explain why two separate women heard an explosion 15 - 20 miles away as the dead ended valley with a cloud base
covering it would tend to act as a megaphone! This is of course, is all pure conjecture, but it could explain things -
something to think about!

/

Gavin

Email dated 27" December 2007:
Hi Lyall,

Good to talk to you again last Sunday.

On reflecting on what you said, would | be correct in saying that you went on Google Earth and checked the position of the object
that you saw in 1967 and discovered that it was the same as the image that | sent you?

Would | also be correct in saying that you mentioned that you had even commented to your wife that it was strange that the object
still looked the same after all these years?

| have found that sometimes the things that people tell me, | understand them incorrectly and so come to the wrong conclusions!
I'm only asking you this as your answers could be of vital importance.

Gavin Grimmer
And his reply dated 3" January 2008:

Gavin you are correct on all three
Lyal |
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My experiments | conducted with ice as mentioned in the email to Richard confirmed afabric
covered wing would in fact take quite alot longer to thaw out due to itsinsulation qualities and
being white, would probably help to reflect the sunlight, hence would not absorb as much heat.

With al thisinformation in hand, (and much more) on the 29" January 2008, Greg McNicol and |
set off in the Maranda down south again (from Hastings) but only made it as far as Dannevirke
(for reasons | won't mention here). We returned home and set off again the next morning but only
made it to about 10 miles south and had to return due to weather.

The next week the weather forecast down the West Coast was looking exceptionally good for
Wednesday and Thursday so on the Wednesday morning, 6" February 2008, | was in the air by
7.00am on my way down on my own again as Greg was unable to go then, due to work
commitments.

By 1.30 pm that afternoon, | was in the terminal building at Franz Josef airfield downloading my
latest photographs of the object area as | had already been right up to the site and back!

On examining them on my laptop (that | had bought off TradeMe especialy for this project) it
appeared the object was no longer there, but | was not sure, as | had taken them from quite a
distance. Trying to fly an aeroplane in a dead end canyon in very mountainous conditions, with
7,000 ft of mountain above you, (I was already at 5,000 ft!) was daunting enough asit is hard to
keep some sort of horizon, and then to adjust your eyesight to looking through a camera lens,
focus on a point that is moving past you quite quickly, take a photo and then readjust your
eyesight to a lack of horizon before you lose control of your aircraft, and al this with your knees
knocking together, is quite an undertaking, to say the least!

On the previous trip down | had met a nice fellow by the name of Gerry Findlay, who owned a
Bed & Breakfast home (www.knightswoodlodge.com) just down the road from the airstrip so |
contacted him and he graciously came up to the airfield in his Land Rover and collected me,
cameras, laptop, etc., and overnight bag.

On talking to him, it turned out he was a retired 9000hr Helicopter Pilot and he had also done a
few hours in Piper Cubs. | asked him if he would like a flight up into the mountains in a very
unusual V8 powered homebuilt aeroplane (mine of course), and he said he would love to.

We set off at about 7.00 pm that evening.

We removed the windows from both doors and we just cruised, ‘ chugging' away all the way back
up to the site, in beautifully calm, cool conditions. | flew up the canyon, made the turn and he
would take over the controls and just keep it straight and level while | zoomed in with the
telephoto lens and took several shots. | would then take over the controls again, do the turn, fly
back up the valley, turn again, and do the whole procedure again. We did this several times and |
managed to get in quite alot of real good shots.

We were very pleased we had removed the windows, as coming back down the valley was almost
directly into the sun, which made it almost impossible to see out the windscreen!

To overcome this problem we would just hang our heads out the open windows and could then
see very clearly.

That evening | downloaded all the latest photos onto my laptop and spent a little while going over
them and it appeared the object last observed on the Google Earth Image of 4™ May 2006 was no
longer there!

On arriving back at home in Hastings, | spent hours going over the photos and comparing them
with the Google Earth Images and the previous photos | had taken, and eventually | came to the
conclusion that it was definitely no longer there!
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My conclusion from all of thisis:

*Could the object seen on Google Earth now be further down the mountainside
under tons of gravel that can be seen in some of the photos?

*Could it just have been areflection off rocks?

My gut feeling is, maybe it was a lump of ice that always thawed out the same way every year due
to the channeling of the streams of water coming down the mountainside, but when you look at
the dates the images were taken on Google Earth — one in January and one in May — then who
knows?

Onething | learnt from al thisis to take lots of high resolution photos so you can examine them
in detail by zooming in on them and scrolling up and down and slowly across on a computer
screen at a later time. It's amazing what you see when you do this, as there is just so much you
miss by just flying over, as your eyes can only focus in avery small area at atime. The big thing
Is though, is you need to try to snap them in some kind of order so you can identify the spot |ater.
Imagine if you found wreckage on one of your photos but then couldn’t remember where you took
it—"“horrors’!

After seeing first hand the enormous area and density of the bush, | can very easily understand
why the Dragonfly was never found in the official search as it could have easily been flown over
dozens of times, and unless the person looking was looking directly at the spot at the correct time,
then they would not have seen it.

Rough outline of where “wings’ should have been!
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Chapter Two
East Coast ‘ Sightings/Hearings'

From there | figured it was far too expensive to travel back and forth to the South Island, and also
a bit risky as I'd found a bullet hole through a fairing on one side of the plane after my last trip
down there! So | set about researching everything | could, using the luxury of the Internet and the
comforts of being at home. It was obviously far cheaper to try to pin the whereabouts of AFB
down to amore localized spot so that | could concentrate on that area.

| have aways had a ‘gut’ feeling that all the information that | needed was contained in Richard
Waugh’'s book “LOST” the only problem was how to gleam that information out.

On pages 190-195 (Appendix 5) of his book there is a compilation of the sightings/hearings of
aircraft on the 12" - 16™ February 1962, sourced from the Transport Accident Investigation
Commission’ s records.

They are numbered and are laid out on the map on page 192 to show the overall positions of all of
them.

On seeing this, | got the idea of doing a similar layout on Google Earth using Placemark pins with
an accompanying note which was made up with as much relative information as possible such as:

1/ Page number or sighting/hearing number (in “LOST")
2/ A brief description

3/ Time of incident

4/ Weather at time.

| found this very time consuming and you can only imagine my frustration that after hours of
putting in this information, Google Earth would just jam up for no reason at all, and on restarting
it 1 would find that | had lost it all!

After this had happened a few times, | set about trying to find how | could save this information
and found that you could by clicking on “File’, “Save”, and “Save My Places’, but | found myself
having to do this everytime | added a Placemark or made any dteration as Google Earth
frequently crashed.

I checked on the Blog Sites of Google and found this was quite a common problem, and although
| tried al of the suggested solutions, none of them worked.

In Google's latest version (April 11, 2008) they appear to have solved the problem.

Another great development that has been added to this new version is that if you place the pointer
in roughly the middle of what is obviously the satellite photo, and your view is below about 25
miles up, then you will have displayed along the bottom information strip the date the satellite
photo was taken!

Once | had all the sightings/hearings overlaid on Google Earth | then examined each one in turn
as thoroughly as possible trying to work out which ones were actually of the Dragonfly.

For the purposes of this book, we will examine each report in detail using the reference numbers
from Appendix 5 in “LOST” and we will start from Christchurch and work our way down the
East Coast first but before we do, we need to set down some ‘ground rules’ to bare in mind as we
go through each one:

1/ We need to keep in mind the time period that had elapsed from the time of the apparent
sighting/hearing to the time that it was reported. If you see or hear something during the day,

15



unless there is a specific reason that made you take a look at the time, you could only relate it to
something that you would do at a regular interval and the obvious is morning tea, lunch, or
afternoon tea but that does not always make it an accurate recording as sometimes you have those
occasions late or early.

My wife and | live beside Bridge Pa Aerodrome in Hastings and lying in bed on the morning of
(Thursday) 12 June 2008, it occurred to me that | could easily demonstrate this to myself as there
is a privately owned business jet based on the Airfield and | remembered it took off the day
before, and | remembered it as sometime between when | got out of bed and before my wife left
for work: 7.15 — 7.45 am. | aso remembered Jan White’s Gardan MiniCab (homebuilt) taking off
on the cross vector runway that goes past our house, and | put that time down to about 11.00 am.

| did a‘sneaky’ survey on two of my aviator neighbours, Cliff Johnston and Jan White, by ringing
them up and asking them what time they remembered the aircraft taking off and Cliff remembered
the jet taking off when he was in the shower between 7.00 — 7.30 am and he remembered the
Minicab leaving two days before (Tuesday), sometime after 2.00 pm, but before 2.30 pm.

Jan White remembered the jet leaving at 7.00-ish. She said her partner Jerry Chissum had taken
the Minicab down to Omaka on Tuesday and thought that he had left around 2.30 pm although she
was not there at the time.

| rang Jerry Chissum at Omaka on Saturday 14 and he said he thought he l€eft at about 1.30 pm.

| found out the recorded time that the jet left in the morning on Wednesday 11" and that was 7.27
am.

2/ Pinpointing the position of aircraft in mountainous areas by hearing only, can be notoriously
incorrect due to the echoing of the noise off the hills and in the valleys. Paul Beauchamp Legg
carried out a very ‘interesting’ experiment, recorded on pages 140 -141 in his book “West Coast
Memories — Volume Two” which illustrates this. All that can be relied on however is that thereis
an aircraft in the area.

3/ The judging of aircraft height above the gr